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The Toposa are one of the biggest tribal groups living in 

the south eastern border area of South Sudan. They live 

in well organised villages, with different houses for dry and 

rainy season and granaries where they keep their food 

and valuables. This is a typical home called a tukel. The 

external structure is a temporary scaffolding for the 

thatcher. The framework of the home is built from many 

strands of small branches bound together with twine. 



 

These are the vaulted adobe homes of the 15th century 

Ksar Ouled Debbab, southwest of the city of Tataouine, 

Tunisia. The homes were built alongside similar, but 

usually taller, granaries. The whole complex is a fortified 

settlement with only one entrance. The granaries kept 

food cool and dry behind the thick adobe walls and palm 
wood doors. The homes are similarly cool. 



 
These are clay Obos of the Musgum people in Pouss, 

Cameroon. They are designed in much the same way as 

the Turkish beehive homes in Harran, to provide efficient 

cooling in the baking heat. Both are designed with vents at 

the top of the building and small entrances with few, if any, 

windows. The high domes collect the hot air, moving it 

away from people sleeping at the bottom of the house 

keeping the interior around 75F (24C). 



 
This is a traditional split bamboo plaited roundhouse by 

the Sidama people of Ethiopia. The dome, with its pointy 

top, is designed to shed heavy rainfall where a circular 

dome would have a flat region prone to leaks. Bamboo 

once played an important role in the rural economies of 

East Africa but indiscriminate clearing of natural bamboo 

forests have resulted in losing natural resources and 

many of the traditional building skills 



 These are the homes of the Batammariba (meaning 

"those who model the earth") people, whose impressive 

earth tower homes, called takienta, have become a 

symbol of Togo. 

Many of the buildings are two storeys high. Some of the 

buildings have flat roofs, others have conical thatched 

roofs. They are grouped in villages, which also include 

ceremonial spaces, springs, rocks and sites reserved for 

initiation ceremonies. UNESCO's video right gives more 

detail about these earthen homes. 



 These are the earthen homes of the Gurunsi in Burkina 

Faso. The men build the house and the women decorate 

the facades. All the figures have a symbolic meaning.  
 
Round small houses 'dra' belong to young singles. The 

rectangular 'mangolo' with terrace belonging to young 

couples. The 'bilobées'  belonging to the older women and 

young children. The water used to clean shea butter, 

which ends up with an oily texture, helps to make the 

plaster water-proof. 

http://naturalhomes.org/naturalliving/shea-butter.htm

